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Nature can 
VburWemfs 

up site 
if GLEN EK8BH! 
Special to the Aocjgtnl K^isler Star 

I appreciate the opiiortuiilty 
to provide relevant Acts and to 
cogrvBCt some inaocurades flmnd 
in a May 11 Kegista* Star editn* 
rial about the Bnvironiiiental 
Protection Agency.apd the 
southeast Hocktbrd Superftmd. 

Fust, the EPA, Regster Star 
Editorial Board and I agree (hat 
public health should be' our 
paraznoohtixnberh. Hadng that 
as a basis, 1 was concerned vrhy 
the article omitted, the proven 
exi^ienoe of a natural c% liner 

Elibeig/Pine Manor Piirii, 
also hnown as Aiea 7. 

THE snrs own data shows 
this hm protected ptiblic healA 
^nce the ISSD&and eaily'6Ds by 

thei 
tion. ba liifiS ottidd dncimieiii; 
the sate own rniwi.iltiint said In 
Jeavettiisdey llhar ondbtuibed 
Unfortunatdy, the EPA disre
garded its <mm Infonnatlanud ^ 
proceeded to drill niare hdes 
ttuoi^ die linec That ia why I 
was anu»n>ed with the access 
of the EPA to tbUi property In 
addition to minlsilzing the pel-
lutinn spieiid, this liner reduoea 
the uteenc; to pvsh ahead racik-
lessly with the eitpensive mini' 
maderemedlea. Itabobesheiit 
the pellutloQ nearer to the sur
face where the wen-document
ed natural forces <i.e. cotton-
wood and alfalfa roots) of bo-

REBUHAl 

degradation have an even better. 
chanseofworldng. 

- Another benmt to public 
health diatthe REiS chose raAto 
dwell on was die. dramatic 
reduction of ptdliitlon in Area 7. 
From 1993 to 2003 tie-EFA's 
own ooirtlfled teats of the nuhi-
tor wells rear Area 7 show an 
average drop ofapprcjdnuuely: 
70 percent. Fbr example, a test 
well jocated near the sDuthwest 
edge of EIiberg/Flne Manor 
Rirtt showed a drop in the i;i4 
TCE concentration fTom 7.9 
parts pw tnilllcn to :.3 PPM, 
weUa^ln the drlohlng wrater 
standard. THE anuwr DiniiiiMB<r 
at ICU said die prpperQr ««-
hiblta the das&c ebnents of 
natuml attenuatiaa (cleanuiA: ft 

pnverty at no cost to the tax-
When EPA spricBsman 

claimed outside 
wasnecessaiy, I 

believe it was more an i 

payer. 
Ttenry As 

An ironic element of the arti
cles was the EPA's dedalon to 
appnve naturBlattraiuation.for 
other much more dangmous 
sites in the staitelkw area. The . 
EreigieenMancr subdivisla) in 
Rosooe. ritdngdlrec^'on top of 
a poUutlan plTimC,' has had 

air tests showing dan-
' r elevated levels of ben-

kPCE and chlonifcim 

thbrSecord of Decision was in 
error. The ERU has always said 
that, if possible, the preferred 
rem^y Is natural attenuation, 
Tbatway they could consorve 
the predous desiiup dollars fbr 
the more chaUeiiged sites. 

Homes in the I^ie Manor fubr 
division next to the Area 7 site 
have undergone the same bat
tery of teats, aod all of than 
show pollution levels .bdow 
national avera^ and within 
deanup standards. 

Aoother negative example 
riiowing this EPA inccnsistqncy 
is Area 11,-near riie comer of 
11th Street and Harristai 
Avenue. At monilor well 140.102 
next to the former Rockford 
Ifernlsb Co., the EPA reported 
dangerously high organic cont
aminant Isvels of over 1,100 
PPM HIIB is ovEf 1,50 times the 
pollution level at Area 7, but 
Area 11 was granted a natural 
attenuation status. V/hat this 
shows is that the EPfV luu an 
incredibly wide lathmle of dis
cretion in establlBhiiig the elite-
riafbrdeanup. 

1 WANT rOTHANK the 
tar S:Br for clarifying die 
tkm in Area 7 was dumped u^re 
In the '50s and early'6013, before 
I owned the propecty I was com

pletely uiKware of fheccHiditkHi 
cf thalanduntli die EPA drilted 
test w^s ip th^ earty 199iDs. 
After.thtd point, I harped the 
EPA And that Rotb-Rooter 

. doinped IndustrtallJgdd wastes 
: onCtetxiBjQihixni'sniiinprap-
erty. Furthermare, my exenp-
tlon Rrom cleanup iiabllity was 
codided into law In Decrenber 
of 20O1 with tliD Brownfielda 
Revhalizatioa Act. 

tMHORnEwmy, THE ERA 
Qnceagainskirtedtherules and 

innocence, and K (xureiitfy 
me. One of tire editorial 

ir. the extortion cov-
ensiiL Actually I did oEar to flhre 
$20,000 toward the deantip, 
which I tinu^t wre ru^ iiea-
ereus n light of m/innaceiice. 
This oEBnr was f^^ed. To top 
this entire nightmare situation 
off, the fedora] ;adgo in Rcck-
ford has denied me one of my 
most precious rights, atriid by a 
juiyofmypeers. 

I want public health in re
gards toour envirtumenttohe 
protected and inipre^'cd. I;UBt 
wish the EPA and the federal 
governnieat wodd feltow tbeir 
own data, be felr ar.d foOnw 
cominonsense rules.-I invite 
Henr/ Ayres andotherEPA offi
cials to i^Knly disoissthe tEch-
nlcalaBpects of the site. 

Giert EHierg Is a Rodkfirri 
iBsidBrrf. 

I 
c 
t 
"1 s 
ol 
ft 
h 
t 
£ 




